What Really Happened When The Susan Ruth Was Shot Down In WWII
Author Steve Snyder’s father, Howard Snyder, was a B-17 pilot stationed in England during World War II. On
February 8, 1944, his plane, the B-17 Susan Ruth, was Shot Down over the French/Belgium border after a
mission to bomb Frankfurt, Germany.
SHOT DOWN tells the true story of events leading up to and after that harrowing
day. Of the ten-man crew, some died, some ended up in prison camps, and some
evaded capture. What makes this book unique is the varied, detailed, and amazing
story of what happened to each crewmember, in particular Howard Snyder who
evaded capture and was missing in action for seven months.
Belgium ... February 8, 1944 ... Shot Down and Alive
For the first time, the full and complete story of the B-17 Flying Fortress Susan Ruth
is shared in unbelievable detail. Author Steve Snyder’s story of his father,
Lieutenant Howard Snyder, and the Susan Ruth crew, provides in-depth details
about many aspects of World War II few understand or know about including the:








separation for young families as men went off to war;
training before heading to foreign soil;
military combat operations;
underground and resistance and what Lt. Snyder did when he joined it;
German atrocities toward captured crew and civilians;
behind-the-scenes stories of the Belgium civilians who risked all to save American flyers who were in
the air one moment, spiraling down in flames the next;
creation and dedication of the monument to the Susan Ruth and its crew located in Macquenoise,
Belgium in 1989

Shot Down was created from the vast number of letters and journals of Howard Snyder; diaries of men and
women on the ground who rescued, sheltered and hid the crew; and interviews conducted by historians.
Centered around the 306th Bomb Group in Thurleigh, England, it is informative, insightful and captivating.
For most, 70 years is a long time ago. World War II fades in importance as each year goes by. Shot Down
moves history out of the footnotes into reality, keeping the stories of real people alive as they experience
being shot down. You are there, almost holding your breath as Lt. Snyder gets his crew out of his B-17 when
bailing out over Nazi occupied Europe.
Available Formats:
Amazon Paperback: http://www.amazon.com/SHOT-DOWN-story-Howard-Snyder/dp/0986076007/
Amazon Hardcover: https://www.amazon.com/SHOT-DOWN-story-HowardSnyder/dp/0986076007/ref=tmm_hrd_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&qid=&sr=
Amazon Kindle: https://www.amazon.com/SHOT-DOWN-story-Howard-Snyderebook/dp/B00N5CL5XG/ref=tmm_kin_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&qid=&sr=

Amazon Audiobook: https://www.amazon.com/Shot-Down-Story-HowardSnyder/dp/B0172DFVA6/ref=tmm_aud_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&qid=&sr=
Barnes & Noble Paperback: http://www.barnesandnoble.com/w/shot-down-steve-snyder/1121019694
Barnes & Noble Hardcover: https://www.barnesandnoble.com/w/shot-down-stevesnyder/1121019694?ean=9780986076008
Barnes & Noble Nook: https://www.barnesandnoble.com/w/shot-down-stevesnyder/1121019694?ean=2940150312135
Indiebound: http://www.indiebound.org/book/9780986076008
Steve Snyder graduated from UCLA with a B.A. degree in Economics and has lived
in Seal Beach, California since 1972. After 36 years in national sales and sales
management, he retired from Vision Service Plan (VSP) in 2009.
Soon after retirement, Steve began his quest to learn about the World War II
experiences of his father, pilot Howard Snyder, and his crew of the B-17, Susan
Ruth, named after his older sister. It became his passion, and after 4 1/2 years of
dedicated research, resulted in his book, SHOT DOWN which has received over
20 national book awards.
One result of his new career as a World War II historian is that he is a member of
numerous World War II organizations and President of the 306th Bomb Group
Historical Association.
You can learn more about Steve and his book, upcoming events, order signed copies and more by visiting his
website at http://www.stevesnyderauthor.com.
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